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| C Art is a programme which aims to enable people to see,
and hopefutly enjoy attractive, inspiring images across
Irtam and Cadishead, that celebrate a distinguished past

and create a brighter future.

Launched in 2015, the programme was created and e
funded by local charity Hamilton Davies Trust (HDT). The .
passion and enthusiasm of chairman Neil McArthur led

to the recruitment of local artist Rachelle Cleary, and

her talented works have since helped to complement

regeneration and capture the vibe of an area that

increasingly believes in itself.

Rachelle and her team of dedicated volunteers continue . \s {
to transform neglected and down-at-heel areas into e
vibrant spaces, enhancing local pride through volunteer {‘ 2

participation in the programme. This is also a great way
to showcase local skills, as well as raise aspirations and

ignite imagination. W
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“We were delighted to launch our
urban art programme and we
ﬁope it generates excitement and
interest, utilising local talents

Qy encouraging residents to be
rqvg:'ved and hopefully attracting
visitors.”

Neil McArthur, Chairman of HDT



“I feel privileged and proud that th j

: e local communit
have honoqred Michelle and given her a seat on N
the Celebrity Express - Irlam. The artwork is
remarkable. Great work by Rachelle and her team.”

Michael Keegan, father of Michelle

Irlam’ illustrates and celebrates 0
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The artwork is featured on the Liverpool bound platform at years. Liverpool line through Irlam over the

Irlam Station, with a replica on the steel bridge spanning
Liverpool Road, alongside the lovely brick arch bridge
carrying the Cheshire Lines Committee (CLC) railway line.




I was truly honoured to launch this brilliant piece of
art - and to be featured on it. It's fascinating to see
so many famous and historical figures have been

connected with Irlam and Cadishead over the years.”

Russell Watson
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‘The Celebrity Express - Irlam’ is
capturing the attention of pedestrians
and motorists alike as they travel under
the old steel bridge spanning Liverpool
Road in Irlam.

The bridge next to this has a new
lighting system which illuminates the
art and a once dull and dark section of

the road, making it a much brighter,
safer and pleasanter place for residents
and passers-by to enjoy.

“I was surprised - | couldn’t
believe they thought of

me. | am really honoured

to be part of this and think
it's really wonderful to be
alongside all these amazing
people that have come from
this area. It's fantastic.”

Emma Lowndes

“It's lovely to be recognised on
something like this alongside such
high-profile people - I'm honoured.
Now that it’s also on the bridge means
mum can see me every time she goes
to Tesco!”

Ben Hopwood

Ben Hopwood
~*  Speedwdy Racer, .

“It's a proud moment for me
and my family having my
picture up at Irlam Station.
The artwork is great for the
community and brings people
together™

“We're really proud of grandad
and the art. | think we all work
hard in sport because of what
he achieved.”

Cameron Brannigan Bill Dulson’s Grandaughter
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“Jacob is one very happy little boy and this will
sit with pride in a frame on his bedroom wall.
Thanks so much to HDT and Jane Edwards, this
made our day and is such a wonderful idea!”

Sue Hammond

The piece of art can be anything creative, ranging from a
painting to a sculpture or even a knitted object, but must
be made by the donator. Items up for grabs are donated

by local people who might want to get their work noticed
or simply make someone smile.

The story behind the first piece of FAF in the area
signifies what the initiative is all about. Sue Hammond
and her son Jacob were walking in a local park; one
minute they were watching a robin; and the next were
the owners of a fab piece of artwork featuring a robin.
Jacob was so delighted with his find and Jane Edwards
(the artist) was happy she had made someone smile!
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Bridging The Gap

Bridging the Gap was the first major piece of artwork
brought to Irlam and Cadishead by | C Art.

The piece aims to commemorate the areas industrial
heritage ‘Bridging the Gap’ from the past to the present
and depicting how it became the area it is today.

It is a visual timeline and shows the development of the
area based on the people who lived and worked locally
and how there is a common link throughout the ages;
from the ancient robe with hood worn by the monks,

to the kids wearing hoodies in the park, enjoying the
open spaces which were developed and provided by the
people who came before them.

“I loved working on Bridging the Gap and woke
up excited to go in every day. It wasn't just about
the painting, it's the people | met along the

way, sharing their enthusiasm, knowledge and
st(_:rr."es about the district that helped to create
this piece of art which will hopefully enhance the
great area we live in!”

Rachelle Cleary
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At the End of the Day is an evocative industrial-age
sculpture of a cloth-capped man sitting on a bench with

his overcoat draped over his outstretched leg.

s well you might at the end of a
long shift ata local factory in years gone by, yet there is
a thoughtful and reflective aspect to his body ltanguage
and facial expression: he is certainly welcoming as many
people have said a friendly hello whilst getting a selfie.

He looks a little weary -3

The piece itself isn’t new - it was created in 1978 by

Simon Law, a local boy studying O level art at Irlam

and Cadishead College (formerly Irtam High Schooll.
Simon thought of the title At the End of the Day based
on a story he had imagined: a man had taken his dog to
the park after finishing work and was watching the sun
go down. This perhaps explains why he looks tired, but

thoughtful.
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This is the story of Walter and Mary Cadwalla, who lived
in Irlam and Cadishead their whole lives. The Second
World War brought them together but also kept them
apart, as Walter served in the Royal Navy and Mary with

the WRENS.

Their romance blossomed into marriage as Europe
celebrated the end of the war and they settled down into
working and family life, with the birth of their two sons

Hamilton and Noel.

The fifties ebbed and the Sixties rocked, family Life was
good in the Cadwalla household. Hamilton and Noel
schooled locally and Walter and Mary enjoyed the rich
social life the district had to offer. Shopping was local
and community life made living in Irtam and Cadishead a

pleasant affair.
The seventies and eighties rolled by, retirement

beckoned and the children fled the nest, but the happy
memories of a lifetime in Irlam and Cadishead remain in

the Cadwalla home.
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The Cheshire Lines proj
three evocative scenes from the

rich railway heritage in
golden age of steam.
The central picture celebrates the opening of the
Manchester to Liverpool railway line in 1873, with a
steam locomotive speeding between the North West’s
two great industrial cities. Competition for passengers
was fierce, hence the slogan ‘Punctual services, hourly

express trains’.
The painting to the left features Irtam Station du_ring
the Second World War, with the train full of servicemen
waving goodbye t0 their loved ones and two evacuee
children waiting to travel to the safety of the countryside
during the ‘Blitz".
On the rightis an image of the footplate of a logomotive
as it climbs the gradient to the canal viaduct with Irtam

steelworks on the right.




As well as its large-scale murals, | C Art has also
produced other equally engaging pieces across the area.
A number of these are featured within irlam Station
House, which is a heritage hub - taking visitors on a trip
down memory lane. Here are a few examples...

Featured in the Cheshire Lines Committee room is 3
painting of the Commercial Waterways of Irtam and
Cadishead, which depicts how the area developed and
prospered as a result of the Manchester Ship Canal and
other navigations.

The Coal Yard room has a ghost wall which features
18t to 20t Century adverts and posters reflecting the
area’s heritage. painted in faded retrospective colours
on the red brick background they evoke a feeling of the
industrial past.

Other | C Art designs in the station house are the train

carriages, which are a great place to enjoy a coffee, after
greeting the ticket clerk.
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Hamilton Davies Tryst (HDT) is a grant-giving charity

(no 1106123) Supporting the communities of Irlam,
Cadishead and Rixton-with-

successful philanthropist who js pa

ssionate about givin
back to the area where he grew up. -

With a small team o
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deliver as much as possible,

Their primary obj
administrative s

I C Art was ir?tradUced to complement traditional forms
of regeneration and help brighten up the arega, clearing

i paces and generate excitement and
Interest, hopefully attracting visijtors.
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“Working on | C Art projects is like a labour of love for me, engag:ng with other local people an
the artworks being placed in spaces at the heart of the community

Rachelle Cleary

become her signature and is featured on the majority of
her artworks.
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Known locally as Irlam and Cadishead’s answer to
Banksy, Rachelle Cleary was born and raised in the
area. She was engaged by HDT to provide the creative
drive for their community urban art project | C Art.

Her talent was spotted at the age of 8, when renowned
Salford artist Harold Riley offered her a student place at
his art school after seeing one of her paintings. At the
age of 18 Rachelle received an award from the Prince’s
Trust, which enabled her to start her own business as a
freelance portrait artist.

She has a colourful background having worked
around the world painting caricatures for a variety of
organisations and people including ‘desert hopping'in
Nigeria and soldiers for an office r's mess in Cyprus,
as well as teaching potte ryin Northern Ireland and

designing / painting stage sets - to name just a few of
her roles.

Rachelle also loves her dog Jess, who over the years has
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Bob the Butcher
Located on the corner of
Liverpool Road and Fir
Street, Cadishead,

M44 BAR
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Cheshire Lines
Liverpool Road,
Irlam, near M44 5AD

The Commercial
Waterways of Irlam

and Cadishead

Located in the Cheshire
Lines Committee Room
at Irlam Station, M44 5ZR

Bridging the Gap
Original artwork
featured on the Liverpool
bound platform at Irlam
Station, M44 5ZR.

The replica is displayed
on the corner of
Liverpool Road and
Dudley Road, M44 5UA

Introducing

the Cadwallas
Liverpool Road,
Cadishead, M44 5DX

Celebrity

Express - Irlam

Original artwork located
on the Liverpool bound
platform at Irlam Station,
M44 5ZR.

The replica is featured on
the bridge over Liverpool
Road, near M44 5AD




1 C ART

Bringing Urban Art to Irlam and Cadishead

To find out more about the stories behind the artwork,
please pick up a free copy of the | C Art leaflets from
Hamilton Davies House or Irlam Station House.
Alternatively you can download a copy from
www.hamiltondavies.org.uk

For further information on | C Art or Hamilton Davies Trust:

Call: 0161 222 4003 N
Click: hello@hamiltondavies.org.uk . 8
Visit: www.hamiltondavies.org.uk or 117c Liverpool Road, Cadishead, M44 5BG Hamilton DS?p::'rtein?la-cra'l.pl;lnﬁs

Connect: Facebook: www.facebook.com/hamiltondaviestrust or Twitter: www.twitter.com/HamiltonDavies




