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For immediate release:
Irlam Station shines in Coronation Street spotlight
Photos show:
· Large group: Hamilton Davies Trust staff plus members of FIRST (Friends of Irlam Station) with Ellie Leach and Harry Visinoni, at Irlam Station.
· Small group: Karla Threlfall, Sharon Piggin and Tony Prescott from the Hamilton Davies Trust with Ellie Leach and Harry Visinoni, at Irlam Station. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The limelight shone on Irlam Station in Salford when it starred in an episode of ITV’s Coronation Street on Monday (11 September).  
Members of Irlam charity the Hamilton Davies Trust (HDT) and volunteers from FIRST (Friends of Irlam Station) also got into the act when they met Coronation Street stars Ellie Leach and Harry Visinoni during breaks in the filming. 
Harry, who plays Seb Franklin, and Ellie, who plays Fay Windass, were starring in three scenes shot in the café bar, the underpass and on the platform while the station itself doubled up as a fictional stop called Mossford.
It is high praise indeed for the £2m transformation which lovingly restored the derelict station in 2015 into a café bar, heritage and community centre. HDT funded and led on the refurbishment project. 
The original architectural features are now as good as new, while the many new facilities - including a modern, lively café bar called The Station – Irlam - feature fascinating heritage material and photographs, with new pieces of art everywhere.  
The Station - Irlam café bar was closed to the public for the morning when the shoot took place in July. The cast relaxed in the café between takes and posed for selfies with local people, including HDT staff and FIRST members.
HDT chairman Neil McArthur said: “Everyone enjoyed meeting Seb and Ellie, they were very friendly and accommodating.  
“We’re all thrilled that ITV chose to film Coronation Street at the new-look Irlam Station. It’s a fascinating, welcoming building and we are so proud of our role in transforming it.  
“It is very exciting to think that millions of Coronation Street viewers will have seen the station on the TV. We hope this will encourage many more people to come and visit for themselves.“
Joanne Greenwood, Manager at The Station commented: “It was such a pleasure to have the team from ITV at the Station for the filming of Coronation Street, we would like to thank everyone involved with this project including our dedicated staff and the team from FIRST who worked tirelessly to ensure The Station was looking its best. 
“It was exciting to see The Station on screen and we had lots of fun watching the film crew transform The Station into the fictional Mosford Station which starred on the show.”


Notes for editors
The Hamilton Davies Trust
HDT was founded by Neil and Anne McArthur in 2004 with the aim of supporting the local communities of Irlam and Cadishead in Salford, with additional support given to Rixton-with-Glazebrook (Warrington). Neil is a founder of the Talk Talk group. 
With a strong leadership with local roots and working closely with local people, it has invested £7m of private funds to date into the area.
This includes distributing over 550 grants to local organisations and projects and, with partners, funding a number of major, high-quality infrastructure projects such as the building of a new sixth form college, the refurbishment of the local leisure centre and the transformation of Irlam Railway Station. 
A key partner is NC Developments Ltd (NCD), a property company owned by Neil McArthur which delivers building and public realm projects part - or full funded by HDT to improve life in Irlam and Cadishead.
According to a 2014 report by Commission for the New Economy, the work of the HDT and partners is supporting significant social and economic improvements in the area, and local people identify the charity as the key driver of regeneration.
http://neweconomymanchester.com/media/1468/irlam-cadishead-report.pdf
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